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Europe: G
lobal sustainability leader? 

…

S
ource: S

achs, J., S
chm

idt-Traub, G
., K

roll, C
., Lafortune, G

., Fuller, G
. (2019): S

ustainable 
D

evelopm
ent R

eport 2019. N
ew

 York: B
ertelsm

ann S
tiftung and S

ustainable D
evelopm

ent 
S

olutions N
etw

ork (S
D

S
N

).
https://dashboards.sdgindex.org
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«D
oughnut»: A strongerm

essage

S
ource: K

ate R
aw

orth
S

ee https://w
w

w.kateraw
orth.com

/doughnut/



4
E

xperiences  from
 S

w
itzerland | P

lanetary boundaries -E
urope's life on a knife-edge, 11.6.2020 

Federal O
ffice for the E

nvironm
ent, S

w
itzerland, A

ndreas H
auser

Footprints: B
ring the dem

and-side
of the 

econom
y on board!

D
eve

lo
p

m
e

n
t o

f th
e

 fo
re

ign
 sh

are
 o

f se
le

cte
d

 fo
o

tp
rin

ts
fo

r Sw
itze

rlan
d

 

Footprints
related

to S
w

iss consum
ption
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Sw
iss consum

ption
–

global im
pacts

The m
ap

highlights
countries from

w
hich

S
w

itzerland im
ports

large quantities
of high 

im
pactproducts. 

Quelle: basierend auf Frischknecht et al. (2018)
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Is decoupling enough? 

Sw
itzerland’s

G
reenhouse

gas footprintper capita

(2018)
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Planetary boundaries and Sw
iss footprints 

G
reenhouse

gas footprint

X times higher

O
cean

acid.
footprint

B
iodiversity

footprint
E

utrophication
footprint

Threshold
value

S
ources: D

ao et al. (2015), Frischknecht et al. 2018
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Lessons
learnt

➢
Footprint perspective leads to a fundam

entally 
different assessm

ent than territorial perspective 
→

A
ct along the w

hole product chain!

➢
A

ssessing footprints against Planetary B
oundaries 

leads
to a fundam

entally
different assessm

entof 
the m

agnitude
of the need

for action.
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Vision: the Sw
iss version

of „living w
ithin“

https://w
w

w
.are.adm

in.ch/are/de/hom
e/nachhaltige-entw

icklung/politik-und-strategie/strategie-nachhaltige-entw
icklung-2016-2019.htm

l

«E
nvironm

ental im
pacts are kept low

 along 
the entire value chain, and natural resources 
are used sparingly.»
«The quantitative and qualitative capacity and 
usage lim

its of the planet’s natural resources 
are respected»
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Strategic anchors for system
ic change

in a national context

➢
D

evelop a vision for critical system
s

➢
food, 

➢
housing 

➢
transportation

➢
Identify hot spots along the value chain

➢
S

et footprint targets 
➢

A
ct beyond them

atic and sectoral policies 
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O
ptions for national policy: O

n m
ultiple levels

A
ctors

O
ptions for Sw

iss governm
ent

R
esearch institutions:

•
“technologicalprogress”

•
“inventiveness”

•
K

now
-how

transfer
•

S
tandards

B
usiness and finance:

• “the m
arketdecides”

• “healthy
com

petition”
•

D
ialogue

and agreem
ents

•
Incentives

C
ivilsociety:

• “w
ays

of living”
• “engagem

ent”
•

Inform
ation, prom

otion
•

N
etw

orking
Public sector:
• “regulation”
• “role

m
odelfunction”

•
Legal fram

ew
ork 

•
Funds, public procurem

ent

S
ource: S

elected from
: Federal C

ouncil (2018): E
nvironm

ent S
w

itzerland 
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➢
B

alance ourdiets
➢

Love food, fight
w

aste

©
 FO

E
N

Farm
 follow

s fork
(and vice-versa)
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